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PARIS, TENNESSEE                            CITY COMMISSION                           March 4, 2021 
 

 

 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES  

CITY OF PARIS, TENNESSEE 

March 4, 2021 

5:00 P.M. 

 

Public Hearing 

Ordinance to Amend 11-924 A.1. Regarding Residential Occupancy of a Non- residential Building in the B-2 

District 

Discussion: No comments from citizens. The public hearing was duly closed. 

Ordinance to Amend 11-1306.2. Regarding Freestanding Signs in the B-2 District 

Discussion: No comments from citizens. The public hearing was duly closed. 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the City of Paris, Tennessee held a Regular Meeting at 5 p.m. on Thursday, 

March 4, 2021 in the Paris City Hall Courtroom. 

 

The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Carlton Gerrell with the following roll call: 

Present:      Mayor Carlton Gerrell  

Vice Mayor Jackie Jones 

     Commissioner Gayle Griffith 

          Commissioner Sam Tharpe 

      Commissioner John Etheridge 

       

Also Present:   City Attorney Fred McLean 

   City Manager Kim Foster 

   Finance Director Traci Shannon 

         Administrative Assistant Jessica Bannister 

        Community Development Director Jennifer Morris 

      

     Media:   Ken Walker, Paris Post Intelligencer 

 

Commissioner Sam Tharpe led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a prayer led by Mayor 

Carlton Gerrell. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: February 7, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes  

 

DISCUSSION:  None 

 

ACTION:  Commissioner Sam Tharpe made a motion, seconded by Commissioner John Etheridge to approve 

the minutes as presented. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:  None 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE COMMISSION: None 

 

SERVICE RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS: None 

 
JACKIE JONES, VICE MAYOR 

GAYLE GRIFFITH, COMMISSIONER 
SAM THARPE, COMMISSIONER 

JOHN ETHERIDGE, COMMISSIONER 

CARLTON GERRELL, MAYOR 

KIM FOSTER, CITY MANAGER 

FRED MCLEAN, ATTORNEY 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 

Ordinance to Amend 11-924 A.1. Regarding Residential Occupancy of a Non- residential Building in the B-2 

District (Second Reading) 

 

DISCUSSION: None 

 

ACTION: Motion made by Commissioner Sam Tharpe seconded by Vice-Mayor Jackie Jones to amend 

11-924 A.1. in the Paris Municipal Code regarding residential occupancy of a Non – residential building 

in the B-2 district.  

 

VOTE: Unanimous 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 

Ordinance to Amend 11-1306.2. Regarding Freestanding Signs in the B-2 District (Second Reading) 

 

DISCUSSION: None 

 

ACTION: Motion made by Commissioner John Etheridge, seconded by Commissioner Sam Tharpe to 

amend 11-1306.2 in the Paris Municipal Code regarding freestanding sign in the B-2 District.  

 

VOTE: Unanimous 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO.1 

Financial Update 

 

Narrative to January 2021 Operating Statement 

 

Retail sales tax revenue for December was up 14.6% compare to last December. This is our ninth month 

in a row to reflect an increase. We are ahead fiscal year-to-date by 11.2%. At this time, local consumer 

spending is remaining strong to previous years. 

 

General Fund revenues are ahead of expenditures for the month of January and also ahead fiscal year-

to-date. A few of our larger expenses in January included $133K for four new patrol vehicles, $20K for a 

tractor for Parks, and $36K for Splash Pad expenses.  

 

Property Tax revenue has been rolling in as expected. February is the last month to collect current 2020 

property taxes. The 2019 unpaid taxes will be turned over to the Chancery Court for collection around 

the middle of March.  
 

Other Business: 

 

New employees (3): Firefighter, Mechanic, Administrative Asst.  

 

We issued six business licenses in January: 

 

New Business (6): TakeMeBackHome, Millraney & Hart Construction, Cannon Realty Group, 

Green E & P Solutions, Eye Deal Optical, Yummy 
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MONTHLY OPERATING STATEMENT 

January 2021 
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NEW BUSINESS  

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 

Appointments to Boards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION: None 

 

ACTION: Motion made by Commissioner Sam Tharpe, seconded by Vice-Mayor Jackie Jones to 

approve proposed member to Paris-Henry County Library Board. 

 

VOTE: Unanimous 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 

Ordinance 11-808. Standards for School 

 

DISCUSSION: The City has been contacted by a local private school regarding a proposed relocation.  

Their proposed site consists of an existing building and parking area.  Currently the standard 

requirements for schools in our Zoning Ordinance requires a minimum of 5 acres plus one acre for each 

100 students. The proposal is to remove or change the zoning ordinance to adjust to the newly 

developed culture as it has changed and there are more private and church based schools in 

existence now versus when the Zoning Ordinance was developed.  

 

ACTION: Motion made by Vice-Mayor Jackie Jones, seconded by Sam Tharpe to adopt an ordinance 

by caption on first reading and send to the Planning Commission for their review and recommendation. 

 

VOTE: Unanimous 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD CURRENT 

MEMBER 

PROPOSED 

MEMBER 

TERM EXPIRATION NEW 

EXPIRATION 

Paris-Henry County 

Library Board 

 

3 Year Term 

 (limit of two terms)   

 

(Mayor w/Commission 

Approval) 

 

Jackie Jones 

 

 

 

Carlton Gerrell 

 

March, 2021 

(2nd term) 

 

March, 2024 
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STATUS OF VARIOUS PROJECTS 

March 2021 

 

 

 

Ms. Foster discussed the following with the board: 

 

The first item of discussion was in regards to Snow Storm, 2021. The employees at Public Works worked 

around the clock with over 1,100 overtime hours at a cost of $30,000 in overtime.  The total cost of 

cleanup was $102,000 with the most expensive being salt and “tater juice” at $65,000.  

 

The second item of discussion was in regards to the re-pavement of streets due to the winter weather. 

Dunlap Street, Winding Way, and Mallard Lane in the Hunter’s Pointe neighborhood being the specific 

places needing attention. Dunlap Street will be milled and repaved with two inches of binder and one 

inch and a half of topping from Wood Street to Veterans Drive. Winding Way and Mallard Lane will be 

repaved with no milling and one inch of binder and one inch and a quarter of topping. The 

approximate cost of repairs for paving is $130,000.  

 PRIMARY 

STAFF 

TARGET 

COMPLETION 

DATE(S) 

 

HOME Grant Morris/Foster 2022  We have submitted final NEPA documents and are waiting on 

approval from THDA.  We are hoping to be able to schedule an 

informational meeting for the public by the end of March.  We are 

in the procurement process for a Lead Based Paint Inspector and a 

Rehab Coordinator. Deadline for interested individuals to submit 

their qualifications is March 15. 

 

Back Alley Paris Foster/Morris/ 

Ray(DPA) 

June 2021 Dan Knowles is now working on the full size mural to be placed on 

the back wall of Commercial Bank. The goal is for it to be complete 

by June. 

TA Grant for Sidewalks along 

Wilson & Patriot 

Foster/Morris Spring 2022 TDEC has approved Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP). TLM has begun receiving comments on Construction 

Plans from TDOT and is addressing them as they are received. TLM 

has also reworked easements to include areas within current Wilson 

Street access easement. Easements have been sent to surveyor for 

plats and descriptions. 

 

2018 STBG Project for 

Signalization & Safety 

Upgrades at 3 Intersections 

Downtown 

Foster/Morris Spring 2022  We are still waiting to receive final approval for the edited NEPA 

document submitted on 1/26. TLM continues to work on 

preliminary layout and are still coordinating with TDOT on Wood 

Street intersections that will be reworked by TDOT as part of a 

TDOT paving project. TLM to schedule a meeting with the city to 

review their design mid to late March. 

 

Rison St Bridge Replacement Foster/Morris Fall 2021 Additional requested edits to the NEPA document were submitted to 

TDOT on January 6. We are in their “que” but our understanding is 

that there is a lot of things in their que. The engineer touches base 

with TDOT about every two weeks for updates. 

2019 Tourism Enhancement 

Grant for Eiffel Tower 

Upgrades 

Foster/Morris/ 

Lawrence 

Fall 2020 Approval was received from TDTD to purchase a portable PA 

system as part of this grant.  We have purchased and received it. We 

have submitted the last of our reimbursable expenses.  As soon as 

we receive our final payment this grant will be complete! 

 

2019 Multimodal Access 

Grant for 4 Downtown 

Intersections 

Foster/ Morris Spring 2022  TDOT is still considering an abbreviated NEPA document instead 

of a full review. As of 1/30 TDOT was still working on this. 

Preliminary design continues on layout and grading. TLM to 

schedule a meeting with the city to review their design mid to late 

March. 

 

BCBS Healthy Place Grant Morris/Lawrence Summer of 2021 The site is ready. PlayCore personnel should be on site around 

March 4 to begin layout. Equipment is scheduled to be shipped on 

March 5. 

 

2020 TA Grant for Sidewalk 

Project along Fairgrounds & 

Royal Oak 

     Foster Winter of 2023 (if 

awarded) 

Grant application was submitted, award announcements will 

probably not come until summer of 2021. 

Drainage Improvements Foster/Morris/ 

Schrader 

Ongoing Patrick Smith, P.E., has submitted recommended changes to our 

development standards & subdivision regs. Staff has been reviewing 

and tweaking. We hope to present them to the Planning Commission 

for their review and recommendation at their next meeting. The 

meeting with David Blackwood, Director of the W TN River Basin 

Authority, on Feb. 3 was productive. We have developed a plan to 

get our storm drainage system GIS mapped and for Jessica to 

provide administrative assistance to the Building & Codes 

Department. 
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Motion to Adjourn: Commissioner Gayle Griffith made a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Jackie Jones to 

adjourn at 5:16 p.m.  

 

 
 

_________________________      _________________________ 

Mayor         Finance Director 
 


